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Adult victim reports sexual 
assault to law enforcement.

**Note: When an adult patient discloses a sexual assault, it is 
his or her choice to report to law enforcement. Reporting without 
a patient’s consent may breech his or her confidentiality.
A SART exam/kit can only be conducted by a trained SAFE/
SANE. Law enforcement must be involved, unless the patient 
wishes to have an anonymous kit collection. (See box.)

Law enforcement activates SART team 
response if further investigation is indicated.

Yes

Sexual Assault Guideline (Adults ≥ 18 years)

Clinical Guideline

SART Team Members

• Law enforcement
• SANE/SAFE (Sexual Assault Nurse 
Examiner/Sexual Assault Forensic Examiner)
• TWC advocate

Adult victim reports sexual 
assault to ED or clinic staff.

Does patient want to report to law 
enforcement? (See **Note.)

Provide patient with a private space to call law enforcement 
with jurisdiction. Provide support as needed.
• If assault occurred in a village, call Alaska State Troopers.
• If assault occurred in Bethel, call the Bethel Police 
Department.

Yes

SART team performs interview.

Does the patient want a SART exam?

• SART team performs a forensic 
medical exam with evidence 
collection.
• Team offers emergency 
contraception and testing and 
treatment of STIs.

Yes

No

No
• The SART team will not 
respond.
• It may be appropriate to 
request a TWC advocate at 
543-3444.
• Patient is offered a medical 
exam with ED or clinic 
provider for testing and 
treatment of STIs and 
emergency contraception.
• Document that patient 
declined anonymous 
evidence collection.
• For any questions, contact 
the SART Adult on-call 
phone at 545-4273.

No

If patient is <18 years, please see 
Pediatric Sexual Abuse Procedure.

If patient is <18 years, please see 
Pediatric Sexual Abuse Procedure.

Law enforcement performs preliminary interview.

Is the patient willing to cooperate 
with an investigation?

Contact Information

• Tundra Women's Coalition:
Business Line: (907) 543-3444
Crisis Line: (907) 543-3456
Toll Free: (800) 478-7799

• Law Enforcement:
Bethel Police Department: (907) 543-3781
Bethel Post of Alaska State Troopers: (907) 543-2294
Aniak Post of Alaska State Troopers: (907) 675-4459
Emmonak Post of Alaska State Troopers: (866) 949-1303
St. Mary’s Post of Alaska State Troopers: (907) 438-2019

• National Sexual Assault Helpline:
(800) 656-4673
Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

• YKHC SAFE/SANE:
Tiger Connect: SART Adult On Call
(907) 545-4273

Does patient want 
to complete an 

anonymous sexual 
assault kit? 
(See box.)

Anonymous Kit 
Collection

• SANE/SAFE will 
collect evidence 
anonymously. 
• Kit will be stored 
indefinitely, and will not 
be analyzed by the 
crime lab until the 
assault is reported to 

the police.

Contact SAFE/SANE 
who will determine if 
in range for evidence 
collection and if so, 
arrange for exam.

Yes

No

https://yk-health.org/wiki/SART
https://yk-health.org/wiki/SART
https://yk-health.org/images/c/c8/Suspected_pediatric_sexual_abuse.pdf
https://yk-health.org/images/c/c8/Suspected_pediatric_sexual_abuse.pdf
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