
Perform a Colon Cancer Risk AssessmentWhen to Screen

Personal 

history of colon cancer 

or polyps?

Yes
Refer to “Adult Surgery Internal – 

YK Colonoscopy” for a plan

No

Family 

history?
NoStart screening at age 40 Yes

Start screening 10 years before diagnoses 

or at age 40, which ever is earlier.

How to Screen Refer to “Adult Surgery Internal – YK Colonoscopy”

Is the patient 

willing and/or able to 

come in for a 

colonoscopy?

No

Yes

Does the patient

 meet criteria for screening 

in Bethel?

FIT Test Annually 

in Village

No Colonoscopy in Anchorage

Yes

Colonoscopy in Bethel

Positive 

FIT Test?

Yes

Refer to “Adult Surgery Internal – 

YK Colonoscopy” for a 

DIAGNOSTIC COLONOSCOPY

No

This guideline is designed for the general use of most 

patients but may need to be adapted to meet the special needs of a 

specific patient as determined by the medical practitioner.

 Approved by MSEC 12/14/16.

If comments about this guideline, please contact 

Ellen_Hodges@ykhc.org.
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