
This guideline is designed for the general use of most patients but may need to be adapted 

to meet the special needs of a specific patient as determined by the medical practitioner.
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If comments about this guideline, please contact Tara_Lathrop@ykhc.org.

Intoxicated ED Patient

Clinical Guideline

Patient arrives in Emergency Department

Mode of Arrival:

1. Bethel Police Department

2. Community Service Patrol

3. Alaska State Troopers

4. Walked in 

5. Emergency Medical Services

Vital signs taken

Provider assesses patient

Patient is a minor Patient is a T-47 Patient is an adult with a 

medical problem

Patient is an adult without 

a medical problem

Patient is kept in 

Emergency Department

Discharged to home when a 

sober adult relative is located

Behavioral Health 

on-call is notified

Medical tests are ordered 

and interpreted, patient is 

treated for medical 

condition and stabilized. 

Admit to inpatient unit

Discharged to home

Transferred to another facility

Admit to inpatient unit

Discharged to home

Transferred to another facility

Taken to jail when medically cleared

Patient is taken to jail 

after medical 

screening exam

Patient is kept in 

Emergency Department

Patient is kept in 

Emergency Department

If jail is full, patient 

remains in the 

Emergency 

Department until 

clinically soberOnce sober, if no sober adult 

available to take custody, 

then OCS notified and will 

take custody of patient if they 

cannot locate a guardian.

Discharge to sober adult willing to 

take custody of the patient prior to 

the patient being sober.

Discharge to sober 

adult willing to take 

custody of the patient 

prior to the patient 

being sober.
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